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Ladies and Gentlemen : — 

At the request of certain patrons of the S^ar 
Course, who dissented from Mr. Talmage's treat- 
ment of the subject of Evolution in a lecture deliv- 
ered from this platform a few weeks ago, the 
management has invited me to address you to-night 
Your former lecturer thought religion needed to be 
defended against evolution. I do not think evolu- 
tion needs to be defended against religion ; so I am 
not to go to the opposite extreme. I stand here as 
one who, with his whole soul, believes in both re- 
ligion and evolution^ 

The opportunity is afforded me of making my 
lecture as funny as Mr. Talmage made his. I need 
only take for a subject 77te Absurdities of Mr, Ted- 
niage^ and abundant materials for jest and sarcasm 
lie ready to my hand. But I want to do something 
better than that ; and I should be paying you a 
sorry compliment to assume that y^u care for -no 
higher thing. The subject just now is, to my mind, 
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2 Evolution and Religion 

too serious for idle laughter. I have at home a 
whole lecture on laughter, and I believe it is well, 
in its place. But where the great interests of truth 
— of God and man — ^are at stake, I am quite content 
that others should play the sorry role of court 
jester, while I turn to the more noble work of try- 
ing at least to help the perplexed brains and bur- 
dened hearts of my fellow-men. 

In announcing this lecture, by circular and other- 
wise, my friends have stated that reference would 
be made to some recent utterances in Philadelphia 
of Archdeacon Farrar, as well as to those of Mr. 
Talmage. 

They have>thus promised for me, in one direction, 
more than I can easily perform. 

I have seen only a meagre abstract of the former's 
sermon; and, as that does not show that he dis- 
cussed the subject of evolution, I have referred to 
him but once in the main body of my lecture. I 
will, however, make one or two brief comments on 
some things he is reported to have said ; though it 
is no pleasant work to criticize one who is justly 
held in such high esteem. 

He is reported to have taken one step that logically' 
carries with it the complete surrender of the whole 
citadel of Protestant Orthodoxy. He told his hear- 
ers that certain statements in the Bible (the loss of 
which did not invalidate the "Thirty-nine Articles") 
might be discarded. But if you admit that one text 
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in the Bible is of doubtful authority, where will you 
stop ? That one step surrenders the whole Aeld to 
rationalism. For if reason may decide on one, it 
may decide on all. And then, the texts which sup- 
port the "Thirty-nine Articles" rest on no better 
authority than those which tell the story of Jonah, 
or how the sun stood still at the command of 
Joshua. 

CR is a common practice with the theological 
controversialists to denounce as " atheists " those 
who believe that Darwin's story of creation is more 
reliable than that which is generally attributed to 
Moses.; Some such persons Archdeacon Farrar 
must have had in mind when he suggested to 
his hearers that they propound his seven ques- 
tions to any ** atheist " they might meet. But it is 
probable that not one of his hearers ever met an 
atheist It seems to me at least misleading to imply 
that those who do not hold the old theories of God 
and his government of the world deny his existence. 
Epithets are not arguments. 

The announcement of my lecture, I notice, recom- 
mends the reading of certain books, among them 
some of my own. It is only just to myself to say 
that this was done without my authority. And 
yet, leaving myself out of account, I think the sug- 
gestion a very wise one. The prevailing creeds are 
based upon the authority of a certain book, which 
most of us were taught to believe is, in every part. 
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4 Evolution and Religion 

the word of God; and the majority of those about 
us still gauge all conduct, all they hear or read, by 
that standard. They are utterly ignorant of how 
little it claims for itself, even as shown by the 
translators' introductions contained in a comprehen- 
sive Bible. To read the books suggested would 
dispel their preconceived ideas and qualify them 
to weigh evidence. 

(Tor ages now the theologians have been deducing 
from Bible texts teachings diametrically opposed to 
each other^ The Bible furnishes texts in favor of 
bishops, and texts against bishops ; texts in favor 
of the trinity, and texts against the trinity; the 
Methodist gets free-will out of a text, and the 
Calvinist gets election out of a text ; the Orthodox 
bars the gates of hell with one set of texts, and 
the Universalist breaks them open with another 
set; the slave-holder makes handcuffs out of one 
text, and the Abolitionist files them in pieces 
with another text ; and so the endless controversy 
goes on. yl think it would be wise, therefore, to 
make a new and fresh study as to the authority 
of all texts.J While all these people are quarreling 
about GodVways and methods and teachings, and 
wondering why He said this or did that, some 
wiser and calmer person may discover that the 
very ground for the whble quarrel — ^the pre- 
vailing theory of God*s word — is a mistaken 
one. 
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King Charles once set his courtiers by the ears 
by asking them why a pail of water with a large fish 
in it weighed no more than when the fish was taken 
out. While the dispute raged on, one wiser than 
the rest produced a pair of scales and proved the 
£dlacy of the statement. So the whole ground for 
the dispute was gone. 

It is a waste of time to fight over creeds, until 
one has previously investigated the authority on 
which all creeds rest 

With these brief preluding words, I turn to my 
lecture, which I have entitled. Evolution and Relig- 
tony from the standpoint of a believer in both of them. 
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LECTURE 



If we go back a few thousand years along the 
pathway up which human civilization has toiled we 
shall find the whole race of mankind in a state of 
comparative barbarism. The Empire of Egypt had 
made more progress than any other part of the 
world had seen ; and yet her condition was only a 
little more splendidly barbaric than the rest. Abra- 
ham was the chieftain of a nomadic tribe of herders 
of cattle. And this tribe was characterized by 
polygamy, slavery, blood-revenge, along with many 
of the other ordinary habits and customs of semi- 
savage life. 

Dean Stanley tells us that if we wish to see how 
Abraham appeared we may look to-day at an Arab 
Sheik at the heacj of his followers. And however 
high and clear his own personal religious vision 
may have been, the Old Testament itself tells us 
that his followers, even in later ages, were still 
engaged in tree-worship, in stone-worship, in human 
sacrifices and in devotion to gods of cruelty and of 
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lust The rest of the world, with the exception of 
the old Aryans of India — our own far-off ancestors — 
was still in an older and lower depth of barbarism. 
For these that I have mentioned constituted the 
vanguard in th«i world's great army of advance. 
The earth was peopled by wandering, isolated tribes 
with none of the arts or habits or sentiments of 
settled life. They were separated from each other 
by barriers of mountain chains, by seas, by mutu- 
ally unintelligible languages, by mutually hostile 
religions ; for the tribal gods were supposed to hate 
and fight each other as really as did their worship- 
ers. There was little commerce or friendly com- 
munication of any. kind ; tliey met only in warfare ; 
and conquest meant either wholesale massacre or a 
slavery that was little more merciful. 

However far away may still be the realization of 
our magnificent dream of a subjugated earth and a 
brotherhood of man, yet what splendid strides ahead 
have been taken during the last few thousand years ! 
Forests have been cleared ; rivers have been bridged ; 
mountain chains have been tunneled; oceans have 
been turned into ferry-ways; the steam-shot shuttles 
of thousands of locomotive engines have woven the 
interests of nations into one web ; while millions of 
wires, spanning the continents and shooting under 
the seas, are incessantly trod by the lightning-shod 
feet of electricity ; and the world is turned into 
one vast whispering gallery. And what a growth 
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has there been of man's intellectual conception of 
his planet-home and its place in the now infinite 
universe! Passing by all the crude and childish 
notions of the ancient world, let us glance at only 
two or three modern illustrations. 

The old maps picture for us the earth as a small 
flat plain flowed round by the ocean stream. The 
popular Church idea of it in the middle ages, 
' as worked out by the famous orthodox geog- 
rapher, Cosmas, taught that the universe was pat- 
^rned after the Jewish tabernacle in the wilderness,^ 
j The world was an oblong square, enclosed at the 
edges by high walls that supported the solid dome 
of the sky. This dome was the " firmament " of 
Genesis. In it were windows to let through the rain 
which was supplied by the " waters which were above 
the firmament"! On the under side of this dome were 
fastened the stars. At the far north was a high 
mountain behind which the sun was dragged at 
night by the angels who had it in charge. Just 
above the firmament was Heaven. This was the 
world of only a few hundred years ago ; and it was 
pieced together out of texts of scripture ; for it was 
held that the Bible taught all this in the plainest 
wa}M 

rISow just candidly ask yourselves, for one moment, 
as to whether it is possible that the Old Testament 
can contain a clear revelation of the way in which 
the world is created and arranged, when, on the 
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basis of this same Old Testament, a scientific con- 
ception like this could be authoritatively held and 
taught by the Church. What kind of " revelation" 
can that be which does not reveal the real facts 
until after science has found them out; which fights 
this same science as long as it can; and which 
afterward has to be reinterpreted and reconciled to 
this science ?J\ 

Five hundred years ago Dante gave us the uni- 
verse of his time in his immortal poem. The earth 
is fixed at the centre. When the rebel angels were 
cast out of Heaven, Satan struck the centre of the 
earth, and driving half-way through with the force 
of his fall, sunk a huge funnel-shaped depression 
which became hell ; and around whose descending 
terraces he arranged the damned in the order of 
their guilt. The sinking of this. depression, by a 
natural law, caused the opposite side of the earth 
to protrude in the shape of a mountain ; and around 
the ascending terraces of this he located his purga- 
tory. His heaven he placed among the starry 
spheres. 

Milton wrote Paradise Lost since Boston became 
a city. He knew about the Copernican theory ; 
but, for the purposes of his poem at any rate, he did 
not adopt it His story is set in the framework 
wrought out by Ptolemy. 

Glance at a brief picture of the universe as taught 
in the great Protestant epic. 
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Draw a mental circle. Cut this circle in two by a 
horizontal line like the equator across the map of a 
hemisphere. The upper half of this hemisphere is 
Heaven. Now draw another line toward the bottom 
like the antarctic circle — ^below that line is hell. Now 
draw another circle whose upper edge shall be near 
the floor of Heaven, and whose lower edge shall 
reach half-way down to hell. Within this little 
circle Milton places the earth, the sun, the moon and 
all the stars. 

The earth is in the middle, and around this 
were arranged nine concentric, transparent, crystal 
spheres, like a nest of nine glass globes inside each 
other. To these globes were attached the heavenly 
bodies that were carried round with them as they 
revolved. 

Now this whole universe of Milton was not so 
large as to-day we know the orbit of the moon to be. 
For when the angels are cast out of Heaven it 
takes them only nine days and nights to fall clear to 
the bottom of everything. To get an idea of com- 
parative cosmic distances just reflect that light travels 
from the sun to the earth, a distance of over 90,000,- 
000 of miles, in between eight and nine minutes ; 
and that it takes this lightning-like velocity of light 
three years and a half to travel to our next-door 
neighbor after it leaves our solar system. And when 
it has reached the nearest of the stars, this flaming 
messenger of God is only standing on the outer 
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threshold of the Temple of Infinity ! But this knowl- 
edge, when it first came, was branded and cast out 
as "Atheism." 

At last, then, science has given us a world to live 
on that seems worthy of a divine origin and a divine 
destiny. 

And the progress of human society has, in some 
fitting way, kept pace with our growing knowledge 
of our dwelling place. The sense of human brother- 
hood and the community of human interests has 
broadened and deepened. From the face of civili- 
zation slavery has vanished away. Polygamy re- 
mains only as a relic of a once universal barbarism. 
Its main bulwark is in an unreformed popular the- 
ology ; but a religion that is better than the theology 
will soon bury its putrefying carcass out of sight. 
War remains, but it is divested of most of its old- 
time horrors. The unmentionable atrocities of siege 
and sack, of pillage and rapine are gone by. 

The angel of mercy hovers over every battle- 
field, and when the conflict is over, the combatants 
on both sides emulate each other in binding up the 
wounds of both friend and foe. While already such 
scenes as the Geneva Conference are the first bright 
rays of a day-dawn that shall be no more darkened 
by the. battle tempest with its cloud of powder 
smoke, its thunder of cannonade, and its lurid 
lightning of flashing rifle fires. The means of inter- 
communication are rapidly making famines impos- 
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sible. While pestilence, which was once thought 
to be God's avenging angel, is being disarmed by 
the medical science of man. The general level of 
social morality is lifting ; for the loud and frantic out- 
cry that now and then is raised against the immor- 
ality of the world is not so much a sign that things 
are worse than they used to be, as that the tenderer 
heart and the quickened conscience of humanity 
will no longer endure a state of things that it used 
to bear in silence. The toiling millions are waking 
up to the fact that a better social condition is possi- 
ble, and their demands are more and more being 
heard. Men everywhere are reading, thinking, dis- 
cussing and aspiring as they have never been be- 
fore. 

Here in America, for the first time in history on 
any wde scale, we have solved the problem of 
liberty and order under a popular form of govern- 
ment ; a government flexible enough to adapt itself 
to all conditions, and capable of indefinite expansion 
and progress. We are more and more learning 
how, through knowledge and obedience, to control 
the forces of nature and make them minister to our 
physical, intellectual and spiritual life. But as yet 
we have only made a beginning. This is no old and 
worn-out world, hastening to decay; no "old wreck 
bound to sink, and from which we must save as 
many of the crew as we can and let her go," as Mr. 
Moody has described it. The long night is past; 
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14 Evolution and Religion 

the eastern sky blushes red with dawn ; but the day 
is all ahead of us, — a day of wiser and better and 
happier peoples, a veritable " kingdom of God " on 
earth. 

In broad and rapid outlines I have thus sketched 
this great fact of modern progress. But I have, not 
done it for it^ own sake. I have been leading you on 
toward a more important end. I wish now to couple 
with this fact of human progress two other great 
facts, and ask you to note well the principles which 
underlie them. These facts are : 

First, that the Church of the time has opposed 
almost every single step in this grand progress; 
and I want you to see why it has done so. And, 

Secondly, while thousands of temples and altars 
have crumbled, and theologies have decayed and 
passed away, religion has only grown brighter and 
brighter, like a rising sun freeing ftself from clouds; 
and I want you to see also why this has been. You 
will then be better able to understand the present 
condition and teiulencies of human thought. 

Let us then consider the opposition of Theology 
to human progress. 

This opposition is older than Christianity: for 
religious ignorance and bigotry are not confined to 
any one age, any one religion or any one sect. Mr. 
Talmag^ has always been alive ; and, like the wan- 
dering Jew, he has lived in a good many different 
parts of the earth. To note the mental attitude, the 
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spirit and the methods of the Brooklyn preacher 
is almost enough to make one believe in the trans- 
migration of souls. For most certainly it is the 
same old soul that has reappeared in every age 
with its parrot-like repetition of " I object," every 
time the growing world has been on the eve of a 
new discovery or a new step in advance. One would 
suppose the humor of the situation would dawn on 
people after awhile. It is the same old objection, 
in the same old words ; it is the same old flinging 
of epithets, the same old prediction of dreadful 
things to happen to religion ; and yet the world 
has gone right on getting wiser and better all the 
time in spite of these prophets of evil. Has not 
the old &rce been played over long enough? Let 
us see* 

In the palmiest days of ancient Athens there lived 
a student and thinker by the name of Anaxagoras. 
After a careful study of the subject — ^a trouble to 
which those who know all about it never put them- 
selves — he came to the conclusion that the sun was 
a ball of fire. 

Straightway the Talmages of that day, the authori- 
tative " defenders of the feith," arose in their righteous 
wrath ag^nst the blasphemer. They "knew*' that 
the sun was the god Phcebus driving his flashing 
chariot along the roadway of the sky. To deny 
this was blank " infidelity" and "atheism," and was 
sure to call down upon them all the curse of heaven. 
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And very likely some popular priest of the time gave 
a lecture in "The Star Course'* of Athens on '*The 
Absurdities of Astronomy/' 
\ At any rate — for heresy in those days meant more 

than calling names — ^the wise old philosopher was 
tried for impiety and sentenced to death. And all 
that his friend Pericles — ^the most popular man in 
the city — could do for him, was to get his sentence 
commuted to perpetual banishment Immoralities 
and barbarisms of every kind could be forgiven in 
those days, but to discover a grand new truth made 
the gods angry and men pitiless. 

One more instance from Ancient Athens. If 
there is any one of the old pagans that the most 
exclusive Christians have thought might possibly 
have been saved it is Socrates. His teachings have 
been the delight of the civilized world. But the 
orthodoxy of his age condemned him as an " infidel " 
and an " atheist," a denier of the gods and a cor- 
rupter of youth. The comedy of that time had not 
yet got into the pulpit (as it has in modern Brook- 
lyn), but was confined to its proper place on the 
stage. 

So it was Aristophanes, the comedian, who made 
fun of the teacher whose crime was in being wiser 
than his fellows; and for this crime the grandest 
man of his a«^e was hounded to death. And in his 
death he anticipated the saying of Paul : " To die is 
gain/' and the compassion of Jesus toward his 
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enemies ; for he died forgiving his murderers and 
saying, in the calm hope of going to be with the 
great and good : " To die and be released is better 
for me." So once again, as usual, the popular the- 
ology won for itself a triumph that meant humilia- 
tion and repentance for all after time, 
(^nd what shall we say of Jesus ?f— the most 
luminous name in all the long roll of the world's 
" infidels " and " atheists ? " For such, let us remem- 
ber, he was, in the opinions and the language of the 
popular theology of his age. 

rfHe was a blasphemer, impious toward God, an 
enemy of man ; he was a temple desecrator, a Sab- 
bath breaker, a wine bibber, a keeper of low com- 
panjrj 

He was a radical and an innovator; and the High 
Priest said that if he were allowed to go on the most 
dreadful things would happen. \The New Testament 
charges and accusations and warnings against him 
and about him sound strangely, startlingly, most 
suggestively like the statements and epithets that 
have recently been hurled against Evolution from 
"*his platform.^ In the old time it was God's truth 
that was crucified in the name of God, by those who 
claimed to be the expounders of his infallible word. 
[ Let us at least be careful that we do not re-enact the 
tragedy of nailing to the cross, amid scoffs and 
jeers, another great truth of God, because of a ''zeal 
that is not according to knowledge/) 
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In after ages came the long battle between the 
theologians and the astronomers as to the true 
theory of the earth and the heavens. Whatever 
question there may be as to the interpretation of 
texts, or as to whether God is the author of every 
word in the Bible, there is no question with us to- 
night — ^is there ? — ^about God's being the author of 
the universe. And further, one would suppose 
there could be no question that the only sensible 
way to find out about a natural fact would be to go 
to the fact and look at it. And just that is all that 
this dreadful word, science, means. 

Suppose a man .had the plans and specifications 
of an architect that he claimed were the ones used 
in building a certain house. After the house is 
done some one goes and examines it carefully and 
describes the way in which it is actually built. The 
one who possesses the alleged plans and specifica- 
tions has never looked over the house at all, but 
he flies into a rage and accuses the other of making 
a false report. What would be the sensible way 
of deciding the matter? The man who has not 
seen the house may have misread or misunderstoot 
the written description. But the house is there 
and no matter about any questions as to interpret- 
ing the writings, the house is what it is, and that is 
an end of it, is it not? Whatever doubts there 
may be in other matters, there can be no doubfc 
concerning the facts embodied in timber and brick 
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and stone. Suppose, furthermore, that the man who 
had the alleged plans and specifications had come 
into possession of them in a roundabout way; 
they had been through a good many hands; the 
man who wrote them was dead, and the man who 
saw him write them was dead ; and all that was 
really known was that it was generally believed 
that the author of them was the builder of the 
house. In such a case, however valuable the 
writings might be, would it not be more satisfactory 
to go right to the house itself for the settlement of 
any disputed point of fact, rather than to go to the 
writings ? Now we know that God is the author of 
the universe, and it is right here for us to study. 
{AnTd I, for one, think it is more religious, more rev- 
erent, more honorable to God, to accept his own 
testimony, in his own works, than to rail at his own 
footprints and finger-marks on the basis of some- 
body's preconceived prejudice as to what the facts 
ought to be^ Do you not agree with me ? 

Now this is just what the astronomers did, and 
this is what raised the anger of the theologians. 
And in all such cases it is the scientists who are 
God's true priesthood, and it is the priests who are 
the real infidels. Let us glance at the combatants 
on the two sides of this long astronomical battle. 

Among the geographers and astronomers are such 
names as Virgilius of Salzburg, Peter of Abano, 
Cecco d'Ascoli, Giordano Bruno, Columbus, Magel- 
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Ian, Copernicus, Kepler, Galileo, Newton, Kant, Ijsl 
Place. On the . side of the theologians — oh, the 
pity of it! — are Eusebius, Lactantius, St. Augustine, 
St Thomas Aquinas, Bellarmin, Melancthon, Martin 
Luther, Church Councils, the long line of popes, 
the howling, epithet-flinging rabble of Catholic 
priests and Protestant ministers in a body. For we 
Protestants cannot escape our share of this great 
shame. The Protestant bigotry was as ignorant and 
as bitter as the Catholic. 

Now what did the geographers and astronomers 
do ? They did the only sensible thing under the cir- 
cumstances — ^they made a study of the earth and the 
heavens in order to get at God's facts. Magellan 
was a grand old hero of faith ; for he had more trust 
in one of God's shadows than he had in all the 
"infallibility" of the Church. He said: "I notice 
that the shadow of the earth across the face of the 
moon during an eclipse is round." So, in spite of 
Church Councils, he concluded th^t a round shadow 
must be cast by a round object *And then, while the 
priests squabbled, over texts, he settled the rotundity 
of the earth by sailing round it. When Galileo 
wanted to find out if Jupiter had moons, he made a 
telescope and looked through it And when he 
wanted to find out if the popular belief was true, 
that a body weighing ten pounds would fall to the 
earth ten times as rapidly as one weighing one 
pound, he went out and climbed up the leaning 
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tower of Pisa and tried it. But when he asked the 
Mr. Talmage of his day to look through his tele- 
scope and see the moons for himself, or to go out 
with him to the tower and settle the question, the 
Church representative simply called him names and 
said he was in league with the devil. And then 
these pious expositors of God's truth compelled him 
publicly to swear to a lie in order to save his life, 
pursued him with malice, imprisoned him, embit- 
tered his life, and did all they could to befoul his 
memory/i 

So every one of these scientific students, from first 
to last, simply "and reverently studied the facts. 
And the spirit in which some of them at least did 
this is well illustrated by that magnificent saying of 
Kepler's, after he had discovered the laws of plan- 
etary motion : " O, God, I think over again Thy 
thoughts after Thee!" 

'And so these heroes of God's truth, "of whom 
the world was not worthy," sought to read and in- 
terpret the real word of God. And for this service 
they were repaid by bitter persecution, by banish- 
ment, in some cases by being burned at the stake ; 
in all cases by ridicule, by slander, by being called 
" infidel " and "atheist" And the motive for this, 
in every case, was the fear that God's truth was in 
danger.J 

Th'e theologians kept scrupulously away from the 
facts, and built up a universe out of proof texts 
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cemented together by the untempered mortar of 
their own uninstructed imaginations. The Church 
was wrong every time, and science was right every 
time ; for science went to the &cts and the Church 
did not ; and yet the Church never seemed to learn 
anything by this kind of experience, but kept play- 
ing over and over again the same pitiful &rcial 
tragedy. And by its loud-mouthed, self-constituted 
defenders it has been doing it ever since. 

For, should I go on to tell you the tale- of scien- 
tific discovery and progfress in chemistry, in physics, 
in medicine, in political economy, it would only be 
to repeat over the same weary, disgraceful story. 
Any man in the middle ages who attempted to study 
physics or medicine was in danger of being put to 
death for witchcraft. Nobody could tell how the 
body was made, the nature of disease or how to 
cure it, because the Church would not permit any 
dissection or scientific study of anatomy or physi- 
ology. To attempt the cure of illness in any other 
way than by the bones of saints and such like eccle- 
siastical methods, was held to be a direct flying in 
the face of God's judgments. Nor have these things 
been confined to the middle ages. 
/ The Church in both France and England cried 
out and preached against the introduction of vac- 
cination for the prevention of small-pox. Not 
because it was objected to on grounds of health ; but 
purely on theological grounds. It was impious ; it 
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was atheistic : it was a direct attempt to interfere 
with one of God's punishments for sinj And as 
late as 1847 there was a curious outbreak of the 
same spirit in Scotland. It was proposed to intro- 
duce the use of anaesthetics to save mothers the 
horrible pains of childbirth. But the theologians 
opposed it on the ground that it was an attempt 
"to avoid one part of the primeval curse on woman.*' 
Just look at it ! Suspicion, persecution, slander, 
the dungeon, the stake : these are the coin in which 
the dominant Church of each age has paid its noblest 
benefactors ! From the judges of Socrates down to 
the Pope's last Encyclical against modern learning ; 
from Bellarmin against Galileo, and Luther against 
Copernicus, down to the feeble echoes of the South 
Carolina Synod against Dr. Woodrow, and Dr. 
Talmage against Darwin, there is the same infallible 
ignorance pitted against the best learning of the age ! 
It is ever the coming of God's new Messiah, and his 
rejection by the Scribes and Pharisees ! 

With what truth and pathos does Lowell sing : 

" By the light of burning heretics Christ's bleeding feet I 
track, 

Toiling up new Calvarys ever, with the cross that turns 
not back ; 

And these mounts of anguish number how each generation 
learned 

One new word of that grand * Credo * which in prophet 
hearts ha^ burned 

Since the first man stood, God-conquered, with his face to 
heaven upturned ! *' 
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This conflict between theology and learning has 
been always and only disastrous. 

It has been disastrous to scholarship; for the 
pains and penalties attached to it have driven away 
thousands who might have helped on the work, 
and has hindered its progress at every step. It has 
been disastrous to society, for it has made its 
advance in civilization ages slower than it need to 
have been.' It has been disastrous to religion ; for 
when theology has received one of its inevitable 
overthrows, people, taught to think that theology 
and religion are the same thing, have lost their faith 
in religion. In this way the theologians have made 
more " infidels " than all the outside assailants of 
religion put together. Nothing hurts religion so 
much as the folly of its professed defenders. 

It is worth while then to note briefly how it is 
that this lamentable conflict comes about Its 
causes are as plain as daylight ; and I And myself 
continually wondering that the friends of religion 
do not see and understand. It is simply this, the 
assumption on tlie part of finite men tliat they already 
possess an infallible knowledge of the infinite. Just 
i think of it ! Here we are, living on this little earth, 

which is only one of the smaller planets in a little 
group that clusters about one of the smaller suns. 
Beyond us on every hand is a tracl<;less wilderness of 
thousands on thousands of suns, each one supposed 
to be the centre of its own group of worlds. With 
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all the accumulated knowledge of the ages it is 
only a very little that we know about this bound- 
less universe after all. And yet, as far back in the 
past as we can go, we find each little tribe imagin- 
ing that it knew it all. The god of each petty 
people had told them all about it. It is true that 
each one of the gods had told a different story ; but 
then each tribe " knew " its own version was right, 
and all the rest were wrong. Each one considered 
its own traditions an infallible divine revelation. 

Take the Jews, as the case in which we are spe- 
cially interested. Three or four thousand years ago, 
as I have already said, they were ignorant barba- 
rians, on the showing of their own scriptures. As 
a wandering tribe of herders of cattle, they practiced 
slavery, polygamy, blood-revenge, the sacrifice of 
their own children, and rites of worship so obscene 
that they cannot be described in a public assembly. 
But they knew all about the universe. They loiew 
when God created the world, and why. They knew 
he made the whole thing in six days and was tired 
and had to rest when he got through. They knew 
he did not make the sun until two or three days after 
he finished the earth. They knew that though rains 
fell and the sun shone on the falling drops, yet there 
was never seen a rainbow for a thousand years — until 
after the flood. They knew the earth was a flat sur- 
face, and that the sky was a solid dome shutting 
down on the edges of the earth like the solid cover 
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of a dinner platter. They knew that the millions of 
suns were only " lesser lights " made, like gas-jets 
on the dome, for the convenience of the earth. They 
knew that once there was great danger of certain 
men building a tower high enough to scale the solid 
dome and get into the heaven beyond, and that the 
only way by which God could defend himself was 
by confounding their speech so that they could not 
understand each other. 

Now all this is not at all strange. These are only 
natural enough fancies of the world's childhood. 
The only evil of all this is that the sixth century and 
the thirteenth and the nineteenth should still sup- 
pose that the existence of these traditions made and 
make it wicked for men to study the real world and 
find out just what is true. But this study could not 
be permitted. So said all the Church fathers, so 
said all the Popes, so said the Church councils, so 
said Martin Luther and the Protestant leaders, so 
says the Synod of South Carolina, so says Mr. Tal- 
mage. At every single point the traditions have 
been proved to be wrong, and the students have 
been proved to be right. Still, this study is not to 
be permitted. Why? Because the present theo- 
logical opinion is always God*s truth ; and if you 
presume to ask it any questions, God is going to be 
dreadfully angry about it, dreadful things are going 
to happen to religion, and souls are going to be 
damned forever for the awful sin. But what awful 
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sin ? The sin of studying God's own world to see 
how it is made 1 But, suppose all the traditions are 
right, who is going to be hurt by the study, and 
why should God be so angry about it ? Why should 
he damn people in the future for trying to find out 
here how his worlds are made? If God*s works 
agree with the story of the traditions, then surely 
the traditions are not harmed, only confirmed and 
established. If not, which shall be believed, what 
God himself says to-day, or what some unknown 
person thinks he said some thousands of years ago ? 

The world he made is his anyway, and what he 
has written there must surely be his authentic refv- 
elation. And one would suppose that God would 
regard it as a religious thing to study, wonder over, 
and revere the works of his own hand ! But no. 
The Pope says he is angry with what the Protestant 
thinks about it The Protestant says he is angry 
with what the Pope thinks. And they both say he 
is angry with what the scientists think. 

What kind of a God is it that we are worshiping 
after all? Is he in a state of perpetual irritation and 
wrath over something? This popular conception of 
God is well illustrated by a story of the little girl 
whose mother was always telling her that God 
would be very angry with her. 

"Mary, you musn't do this;** or, "Mary, you 
musn't say that ; if you do, God will be very angry 
with you." 
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She said it over and over so often that at last the 
child was weary of it, and broke out with a quite, 
natural impatience, " Well, I don't care if he is ! It 
seems to me that God is mad about something all the 
time." • 

Do we really want to worship a God who is " mad 
about something all the time ?". 

To end this lamentable conflict then between the- 
ology and learning, we want to acknowledge the 
truth that we do not know everything already, and 
that any new truth that comes to us from any source 
is, just in so far, a new revelation from God. 

Now, the other great fact I spoke of, that perpet- 
ually accompanies human progress, is this. As the 
world advances in knowledge and goodness, temples 
and altars crumble; theologies grow antiquated and 
pass away ; many of our human ideals of God cease 
to be worshiped. But religion is not damaged 
necessarily any more than a boy is damaged by out- 
gfrowing his clothes; For what is religion? an d 
whatis the relation of it to theology ? Religion is 
the life and spirit of Go d in the s oul of man ; and 
A gotogy is only man's fallible, changing theory 
ahgutjt- Does changing one's theory about the 
sunshine hurt the sunshine? Does changing one's 
theory about the stars dinri one single ray of their 
light ? Is getting a nobler conception about God an 
offense to him, or an injury to man? Theology is of 
the brain ; religion is of the life of the soul. That 
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a growing humanity in the midst of an infinite uni- 
verse should get larger and clearer jdeas, as the 
ages go by, is perfectly natural, is it not? Would you 
have it otherwise? What, then, does human pro- 
gress mean ? We cannot perfectly comprehend an 
infinite God. What man worships at any special 
stage of his advance must then be only his highest 
ideal of God. If he learns anything, this ideal will 
change and grow larger and better. Theology, 
then — our intellectual conception of things— can 
never be final and complete. It must change if we 
grow, ^ut the decay of theologies does not hurt 
religion any more than the fading and falling of 
last year's leaves hurt the growing treesj It is only, 
like Paul, the putting away of childish things as we 
grow to a manly and womanly comprehension of 
the grander things of God, of his works and of 
human life. 

I come now to face the modern problem of Evo- 
lution. I have taken you over a long road ; but I 
wanted you to study this in the light of the way in 
which theology has treated similar great problems 
in the past. With this sort of preparation, you will 
understand the present condition of things much 
more easily, even though I should be obliged to 
content myself with a briefer treatment than would 
otherwise be necessary. 

; What is Evolution ? It is only a theory of the 
processes through which the stars and the planets 
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have come to be what they are to-day. Confined 
to our planet, it is a theory of the methods by 
which the earth has assumed its present conditions, 
and of how the various forms of vegetable and 
animal life have succeeded each other in the order 
of time, and have come to be what they now are. 
Darwinism is only a subordinate part of the larger 
theory, and confines itself to an attempt to under- 
stand and explain the processes of development of 
the various forms of life up to man^. 

We rightly have great respect for the wisdom of 
antiquity, the opinions of experienced old age. 
But where is the world's antiquit>% its experienced 
old age? Will you go back for it? You find only 
the world's childhood. The wise old age of the 
world — so far as it has any — is to-day. We have 
the accumulated experience of all the past to help 
us solve the problems of the present hour. At what 
period, then, of the world's development ought you 
to expect that it would be the best able to solve 
such difficult questions? Until modem times we 
have never known enough about the earth and the 
stars so that we could frame even a respectable 
theory. And Evolution — ^whether it is true or not 
— ^is the so-far result of the best knowledge of the 
wisest men of all the ages. Those who know tte 
most about it believe it There does not exist iiti 
Christendom to-day a thoroughly scholarly man-U 
not under the influence of theological bias — ^who 
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does not admit that it is probably true. ' And even 
most theologians, like President McCosh, of Prince- 
ton, are getting over their fear, and confessing that, 
though it come to be universally accepted, the world 
may survive a while longerj The Rev. Mr. Jasper, 
of Richmond, still asserts that " the sun do move." 
And the Rev. Mr. Talmage, of Brooklyn, still asserts 
that everything else may move, except theology. 
But the world cannot afford to stop because Brothers 
Jasper and Talmage have concluded to go no fur- 
ther. The Baron von Humboldt relates that, in the 
wilds of South America, he once found a parrot 
which used to belong to, and was still speaking the 
language of, a tribe of men that had become extinct. 
There the poor parrot was, alone in the wilderness, 
repeating over to himself words and phrases that all 
the rest of the world had forgotten. Of the once 
world-wide race of th? opponents of Copernicus, the 
Rev. Mr. Jasper is the last living specimen. And it 
will not be many years before the last opponent 
of Evolution will be as rare a curiosity as he. 

Not long ago you were entertained by ** The Ab- 
surdities of Evolution." I have had to fight against 
the temptation to make this lecture a discussion of 
"The Absurdities of Mr. Talmage." For I assure 
you, in all earnestness, that none of his jokes were 
half so funny as the most of his serious statements. 
He is a great wag ; and if jokes were only argu- 
ments, the preacher of the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
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might be a most instructive teacher of men. As it 
Ls, he only illustrates one of the late Josh Billings' 
most profound bits of philosophy, where he says, 
*' A man had better not know so much than to know 
so many things that ain't so'' Mr. Talmage knows 
more things about Evolution that '' ain't so " than 
any other living man. 

Sidney Smith once said he never read a book he 
was going to review, because he found it prejudiced 
him so. I think Mr. Talmage must have guarded 
himself against this kind of prejudice with a great 
deal of care. 

I have time for only one specimen of the way in 
which he has " informed " himself on the subject ; 
but this one nugget of wisdom may be taken as a 
fair specimen of the whole Brooklyn gold mine. 
The doctrine of" the survival of the fittest " is cen- 
tral to the whole philosoph)rof Evolution. What 
would you think of^a man who should attempt to 
lecture on the war of the Revolution before he had 
learned even the outlines of the part played in it by 
George Washington ? Mr. Talmage's remarks on 
" the survival of the fittest " are simply comical. 
Every well-taught school-boy knows that by " the 
fittest " is only meant those fittest, or best adapted, 
to survive in the struggle for existence. The far- 
mer scatters a thousand grains of wheat in his field 
in the spring. Of this thousand perhaps only five 
hundred reach the maturity of ripened stalki 
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Which five hundred will it be ? Of course, it will 
be those that happen to be best situated as to soil 
and moisture and sunshine, those that get the first 
and most vigorous start A pine tree, for example, 
is fitted to survive in Maine ; it is adapted to soil 
and climate, while a Japanese tea-plant is not. 
That has nothing whatever to do with the question 
as to whether one is any better than the other. So 
all over the world animals and plants survive or die 
off, according as they are, or are not, adapted to 
fight their way successfully under conditions that 
cannot support the life of all. But Mr. Talmage 
really thinks he is talking about this law when he 
solemnly a3ks if the generals who died in the war 
were not as good men as others who lived through 
it ; or when he tells us that Guiteau lived longer 
than Garfield. This is really presuming a little too 
much on the ignorance of his audience. Before a 
man attacks a problem in cube root, do you not 
think he ought to learn how to add and subtract ? 

Now let us face this question of Evolution for a 
little, and see what it means. There was a time 
when there was no living thing upon the earth. 
Then there appeared certain low, simple forms. 
These were followed by more complex and higher 
ones. Reptiles came after the fishes, birds after the 
reptiles, animals after the birds, and, last of all, man. 
This only indicates the general order ; for, of course, 
they overlap each other. The old theory is that 
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God created certain types, scattered all over the 
earth, let them live for a few ages, then killed 
them all oflf, and afterward supplied their places 
by a perfectly new and fresh creation of different 
and higher types. Instead of this, Darwinism 
teaches that the new and higher forms have 
been developed, by natural processes of gjrowth and 
change, from the lower ones. Evolution then is 
simply a theory as to how these changes have come 
about To call such a scientific theory "atheistic" 
is about as sensible as it would be to say that a 
right-angled triangle is atheistic. It has nothing to 
do with ultimate causes. It has about as much in- 
fidelity about it as has the growth of an oak tree 
from an acorn, or the change of a polliwog into a 

^^iNow how is any theory proved to be true ? It is 
said to be established when it can account for and 
explain the facts. And, out of two or more possi- 
ble theories, that one has the largest amount of 
evidence in its favor which explains the largest 
number of facts. 1 The Rolemaic theory of the 
heavens broke down just here. It was such a 
clumsy attempt to explain the apparent motions of 
the heavenly bodies that Prince Alphonso of Casti'e 
said that if he had been present at the creation, he 
could have suggested a much simpler arrangement. 
The only and the sufficient proof of gravitatior; is 
that, supposing it to be true, it accounts for we 
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movements of sun, moon, and planets. It is the 
same kind of evidence precisely that proves Evolu- 
tion ; and it is not too much to say that its main 
features are now just as well established as is the 
movement of the earth about the sun. It is not at 
all necessary that all ignorant and prejudiced peo- 
ple should believe it before it can be called estab- 
lished. After Galileo's telescope had revealed the 
moons of Jupiter their existence was not endan- 
gered by the fact that certain theological professors 
refused to look at them. Suppose I should ^off at 
the Bessemer process for making steel, would any 
of the Pennsylvania iron men shut up their foun- 
dries ? 

I have not time to-night to traverse at any length 
the field of proof. Neither is it necessary. It is 
not the presence of proof that people now need so 
much as it is the absence of prejudice. Those who 
still reject Evolution do so because of their fears as 
to its effects on religion, or because they do not 
like to admit that the monkey is one of their poor 
relations. This is frequently the case with those 
who get " up in the world." 

[in the old anti-slavery days, when a man dared 
to say anything about the injustice of slavery, he 
was crushed by the taunt flung at him, " So you 
want to marry a nigger, do you ?" So now, some 
people imagine they can overwhelm a Darwinian by 
crying out, ** So you want a monkey for a grand- 



36 I'.yolution and Religion 

father! "I One is sometimes tempted to retort as 
did the^lder Dumas. He had colored blood in his 
veins. And when, one day, an impertinent curios- 
ity-monger asked him if it was really true, he re- 
plied, " Yes, my father was a mulatto, my grandfather 
was a negro, and my great-grandfather was an ape ; 
my pedigree began where yours left off y It is all a 
matter of taste, I suppose, but I am not so much 
troubled about where I came from, as I am about 
what I am now, and which way I am going. 

Thi»ugh I cannot enter deeply into the proof of 
Evolution, I wish just to indicate some of the lines 
of proof, and say a few words about it. 

1. 1 The order of the development of life, as indi- 
cated in the rock-record, is just what it would be on 
the supposition that Evolution is true. No matter 
if there are breaks here and there. Suppose you 
should find a book with some of the leaves missing. 
If the paging and the arrangement went right on, 
as if the missing leaves had once been there, would 
you doubt that the book was made complete in the 
first place ? 

2. It has been proved beyond question that the 
old supposed dividing lines between species have 
all broken down. Cuvier told Lamarck that if he 
would find him the missing link in the pedigree of 
the horse he would give up the argument. Lamarck 
could not find it, and Cuvier died. But, since their 
death, it has been found; and to-day, the horse's 
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pedigree is complete clear back to his original five- 
toed ancestor; and every 6tep is now traced in the 
development of the hoof. Old Prof. Stuart, of 
Andover, used to say, "One proof text is as good as 
a thousand." So all men know that when it is 
proved that one planet revolves it is proved that all 
revolve. You do not have to go over the argument 
in every separate case. So development in one case 
proves the possibility in all. fK Russian naturalist 
has actually changed one species into another, and 
then back again, watching the natural process at 
every step to-day^ '^^ There are now forms of life 
concerning which no man can tell whether they are 
animal or vegetable, any more than they can tell 
the precise line that divides the morning twilight 
from the day. Some forms begin as animal, then 
root themselves and grow like vegetables. Some 
begin rooted like vegetables, then start off and lead 
an independent existence like animals. Between, 
the birds and reptiles there have been discovered 
the fossil remains of reptiles with bird-like charac- 
teristics, and birds with reptilian features. 

3. What other theory than that of natural descent 
can account for the existence of rudimentary organs 
in the higher animals ? For example, the whale is 
not a fish, but an animal ; and every whale has the 
undeveloped rudiments of what, in the case of his 
ancestors, used to be legs. Being no longer wanted, 
they have withered up and almost died out, just as 
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a man's arm would if he never used it, or as the 
eyts have in the case of the fishes in Mammoth 
Cave. Does God begin to make legs and eyes 
where there is no use for them, and then stop? If 
he does, is it for his own amusement, or for the pur- 
pose of deceiving students of his works? Many of 
these rudimentary organs exist in man and all the 
higher animals. 

4J Then consider the facts of embryology. These 
are most wonderful. Every beautiful little babe 
that is bom has, in its period of development pre- 
ceding birth, passed through and summed up in 
itself all the phases and forms of animal life on 
earth. It seems thus to rapidly recapitulate all the 
growth that has preceded it It is first the lowest 
form of living matter, the tiny cell; then it takes 
on a fish-like form ; then it resembles a reptile, so 
that you could not tell it from an embryo tortoise ; 
then it is bird-like, and looks precisely like a young 
chicken in the egg ; then it becomes a little animal 
like a young dog with hair and tail ; then it devel- 
ops human characteristics, until at last it is a little 
cherub in the happy arms of its proud mother. 

Now is it reasonable to suppose that strange facts 
like these have no meaning? If God made man 
outright and complete in the first place, why does 
he not make each new-born child human, and only 
human, from the first? Why does he make him ] 
climb up along the line of the entire ascent of life 
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from the beginning? Men say that one form never 
changes into another by natural processes. But every 
child on earth has actually been through all these 
forms, and all within the space of a few months. It 
is silly to say that such changes cannot occur, in 
feice of the &ctthat as wondrous changes are occur- 
ring all the time. 

/5. Then consider a similar difficulty, only a much 
greater one, on the other theory. Mr. Talmage 
would not claim that God made more tlian one 
Adam. But, inside of a thousand years from the 
ordinary date of the creation of the world, the 
negro, and the Asiatic, and the Jew — widely differ- 
ent types of men — ^were already in existence, with 
all their race features clearly developed. There is 
no story of any miracles having been wrought to 
bring about these changes. So we are face to face 
with this curious fact, that the opponents of Dar- 
winism must actually believe that nature produced 
more wonderful changes in a shorter time than ever 
Dar^^'in dared to believe. If Mr. Talmage can 
accept this, then he out-Darwins Darwin himself. 
He credits nature with more power than the Evolu- 
tionists ever asked for. 

6, Again, all students know that the distribution 
of plants and animals over the earth's surface is just 
what it would naturally be if Evolution were true. 

j^' And then it is simple truth to say that there 
is no other theory. That which, by courtesy, is called 
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the " Creation theory," is not a real theory at all. 
rX theory is constructed on the basis of observed 
feictaj But nobody ever saw anything created; and 
there is not, on all the face of the earth, one single 
shred, rag, or tatter of proof that anything ever 
was made out of nothing, or created suddenly and 
all at once. If my child asks me how a tree grows, 
and I reply, ** God made it," I explain nothing ; I 
only waive explanation. The child wants to know 
how God made it, and that the botanist explains. 
So when I ar.i, told that God made man, I get no 
explanation. How ? Immediately out of a clod of 
earth, or through a long and wondrous process of 
growth ? That is the only question. The ordinary 
talk about creation is utterly inconceivable and 
meaningless. First, a blank space, nothing ; then 
suddenly, a pair of elephants! This is as nonsen- 
sical as the boy's question as to whether God could 
" make a two-year old colt in fifteen minutes." 

There are just three thinkable ways of account- 
ing for the first man. Either he appeared suddenly^ 
full grown, out of the dirt ; or, he was born of some 
ancestor very much unlike himself^ with no human 
characteristics; or, after gradual changes in the 
lower forms of life, until they became more and 
more manlike^Tie was born of some parent below 
but resembling the lowest type of humanity. This 
latter supposition is that of Evolution. And while 
all nature is full of facts of this kind, there is not 
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on earth one single known fact of either of the 
other kinds. If then anybody speaks of weak 
points in the argument for Evolution, I reply, 
Every known fact on earth is in favor of it, and 
nowhere in the wide world is there one single fact 
in favor of any other theory. And it is surely the 
part of reasonable men to accept a theory that has 
at least some proof rather than a theory that has no 
proof at all, \ 

But thos6 Avho reject Evolution to-day are in- 
fluenced to this not by the lack of proof in its favor, 
but because of their fear of its results. And yet, 
though its results were ever so bad, would that 
change any one of the facts? But Evolution has 
come, and come to stay; and he who tells you that 
it is incompatible with religion is no friend of true 
religion. If you convince men that they cannot keep 
their religion and their brains both, it is not the 
brains that are henceforth going to be dispensed 
with. And those that tell you that God's truth 
cannot safely be investigated, cast a worse slur 
upon the divine workmanship than do those who 
even doubt the divine existence. For Plutarch says, 
" I would rather that people should say, There is 
no such man as Plutarch,** than that they should 
hold disgraceful opinions about me. 

Let us note, then, a few of the dreadful things that 
will happen to theology as the result of the accept- 
ance of the truth of Evolution. 
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I . Instead of God*s being dethroned and dispensed 
with, I think He is unspeakably exalted and glori- 
fied. When Archdeacon Farrar was here he talked 
to you a good deal about an imaginary being that 
he called "The Atheist." Why, friends, there is 
not a single sensible and thoroughly educated atheist 
alive on earth to-day. It is a species as. extinct as 
the Dodo. And Atheism has been killed off by 
science, by evolution, and not at all by theological 
weapons. Science is the David that has slain this 
Groliath who so often has made the theological 
armies quake and flee to their tents. And his 
weapons have been the simple stones of scientific 
truths. 

There are, indeed, certain people who call them- 
selves " Agnostics ;" that is, they are so overwhelmed 
by the immensity and mystery of the universe that 
they are very modest in claiming to know much 
about its author. They are the same kind of 
Agnostics that Job was when he talked about those 
ia his day who thought they knew so much that 
they were "darkening counsel by words without 
knowledge." But surely this reverent silence is 
more honoring to God than the flippant and loud- 
voiced familiarity of those who talk about the 
Infinite One as if he was a man in the next street. / 

Neither does Evolution put God away from us / 
millions of miles in space or millions of years in 
time ; it brings him unspeakably nearer to us than 
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ever before. Not only does he shape the orbit of 
the farthest star, but he is in the wonder of every 
grass-blade under our feet, in every light-wave that 
beats on the shore of vision, in every n«rve-thrill, 
in every pulse-beat, in every brain-motion that 
accompanies thought, in every heart-throb that 
answers love with love. Thus Evolution places on 
a secure and scientific foundation that magnificent 
saying of Paul, " In him we live and move and have 
our being!* 

Not only has he published it in his books, but 
Mr, Herbert Spencer has told me in private con- 
versation, that he regards the existence of this 
"Infinite and Eternal Energy,*' that religion calls 
God, as the one most certain object of all our 
knowledge. And I believe that if our human speech 
is unable to define or measure him, it is not 
because he is something less than personal and 
thinking and loving, but only because he is some- 
thing more, something unspeakably grander than 
what we mean by these. 

2. But it does take away some things. Yet the 
things that must be given up are such as no clear 
head and humane heart would like to keep. For 
example, if you accept it, you will have to surrender 
your belief in " The fall of man." Evolution teaches 
the ascent of man ; that the perfect Adam is ahead 
of us, not behind. 
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But would you really mourn over such a loss ? 
Think a little before you answer, (f These doctrines, 
the (all of man, total depravity and original sin, I 
regard as- utterly immoral, outraging every senti- 
ment of justice, to say nothing of kindness or mercy. 
They are relics of barbarism that civilization still 
endures only because reverence for a supposed 
infallible revelation frightens off reason and paralyzes 
action^/ Look at them a moment They teach that 
God deliberately exposed two childish, utterly 
inexperienced persons to the temptations of the 
arch-fiend ; and that then, when they had yielded \ 
in a matter about which they knew nothing, he j 
thrust them out of his garden and his favor, and , 
left them a prey to his enemy and theirs^ 

. And not only that, but he so arrangedthe system / 
of nature that every cradle through all time should j 
be a new fountain of corruption, and every helpless v 
babe be hopeles W damned from its birth, except in \ 
the case of the few that should be chosen to illus- / 
trate his sovereign power to do as he pleased, and j 
so show forth his glory. / 

" His glory?" Say ratner — if such a scheme were i 
true — his unspeakable shame, t Because I love God,\ j 
/ hate such foul aspersions on his loving character. 
Charges so foul as these, — let me say it with all , 
plainness and all reverence — have never been laid / 
at the feet of even the most infamous man that ever 
lived. It is said that Nero had some of the first 
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Christians coated with pitch and set on fire to illu- 
minate his gardens at night. But what are a few 
cases of short-lived cruelty like that compared with 
the act of dooming countless millions of ignorant 
heathen, and other counUess millions of prattling 
children, to endless torture and flame, because two 
ignorant people, some thousands of years ago, did 
what he hivisclf had foreordained that they should 
do ? It is unspeakably horrible ! And yet they who, 
for the love of God, dare to deny that he is capa- 
ble of such infamy — they are called " infidels." 
And tender-hearted men and women, who would 
shrink with horror from one hour's torture of their 
own children, still — under the bias of a reason-be- 
numbing and heart-hardening theology — think it 
religion tojielieve sych things of their Father in 
heaven iCO God ! If it be indeed infidelity to think 
Thee better than men have said Thou art, let it be 
remembered of me at any future judgment-seat that, 
for Thy sake, I dared to be called an infidel ! \ 

These doctrines all, (though many do notKnow 
it, many seek to cover it up, and many deny it,) are 
still a part of every published copy of the Presby- 
terian " Confession of Faith." 

" The fall" teaches either that God was the autiior 
of evil, and so responsible for it and all of its conse- 
quences, or else that it came in spite of him. The 
devil broke into his beautiful creation ; and he gets 
possession of the larger part of God's own children. 
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On the other hand, Evolution teaches no defeat, 
no disappointment, no break, but the carrying out 
from the first of one grand plan of training and 
development toward the highest 

Which is more hopeful for man and more honor- 
able and glorious for God ? 

3.( Along with the fall must go also the common 
doctrine of hcllj 

But Evolution does not teach the old Univer- 
salism — ^the sudden salvation of everybody in the 
moment of death. 

Rather it holds fast by the eternal law of cause 
and effect ; that thoughts and feelings and actions 
build character; that suffering is the inevitable 
shadow of sin ; that in all worlds and in all ages so 
long as a man makes for himself the hell of a bad 
character he will suffer in its flames ; and that no one 
will ever get into any more of heaven than he first 
gets into himself. 

But it knows of no horizon beyond which the star 
of hope forever sets, where God's right hand is 
weakened and the devil becomes supreme. 
j I am amazed sometimes to see how tender-hearted 
people seem to wish to believe in hell. If we must 
accept it, let it at least be with pity and in tears ; not 
with hand-cla[)ping and applause^ as did a Boston 
audience of ministers its supp6^ed demonstration by 
the Rev. Jos. Cook. Milton tells us that when Satan 
got back to hell afler the fall of man, the listening 
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devils applauded as he told his story ; but even then 
God's judgments changed them into crawling ser- 
pents and turned their cheers into snaky hisses. 
Applause over such a tale is inhuman. 

All the preachers tell us that God wants to save 
everybody. Then would you not at least like to 
believe that he is able, and is going to do it ? So 
profound is my sorrow and pity at the thought of 
the unending torment of even the meanest man that 
ever wore a human form, that I would gladly give 
up my sweet dream of another life and of meeting 
my lost loved ones again, and in its stead welcome 
a dreamless sleep, rather than take the highest seat 
and the brightest crown in paradise on such condi- 
tions. And if any man hears me who is so selfishly 
inhuman and mean as not to say, "amen," I would 
not wish to take him by the hand. 

4.^ If we accept the truths of Evolution we must 
also modify our theories concerning the BihlejBut 
to me these modifications mean a splendid gain, 
instead of a loss. \ The old creeds teach us that the 
Bible is the only infallible word of God. But think 
a moment. If that is so, than we must believe two 
things. First, that the Holy Spirit is capable of 
making mistakes, of teaching a low morality, and of 
endorsing barbarism and wrong^ 

Secondly, we must believe that the Universal 
Father is partial, and deliberately furnishes the 
larger part of his children with only so much light 
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as shall serve to condemn, but not enough to 
save them. 

But in the light of Evolution, I would seek to de- 
fend the Holy Spirit from all responsibility for human 
errors. The low morality, the barbarism, the lying, 
the cruelty and the lust which the old theory makes 
God responsible for, I would recognize as the 
natural outcome of the lower stage of civilization 
through which the Hebrews, in common with all 
other nations, have passed, i And I believe that God 
sends light and comfort and guidance to all peoples 
and tongues, in the full measure of their growing 
capacity to receive them. J 

Which theory is mosfnopeful for man, and most 
honorable to God ? ^^he Bible not once nor any- 
where, makes any claim to be infalli ble.^ It is a 
claim set up by certain very far from mfallible 
theologians. *It is also a modern innovation ; it was 
never heard of before the age of Luthej. And as 
Luther and his fellows were sadly mistaken about 
a good many other things, is it not quite possible that 
they may have been about this ? 

The Bible is the spiritual autobiography of a 
wonderful race ; and, as such^ it is full of instruction 
and help for all the world, j But the Bible was made 
for man, and not man for the Bible.\ 

5. I hold also that the modern cfectrine of Christ 
is fuller of glory and hope than the old. The pop- 
ular creeds teach that there is no natural goodness 
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or divinity in man. So, when a man of supreme 
goodness appears, they can account for him only by 
making him completely unnatural, a monstrosity. He 
does not come through the God-ordained gateway 
of human birth. He is God ; he is man ; he is both ; 
he is neither. 

And what is the implication of such a coming ? 
It means the despair of God as to saving the world 
which he himself has made. It means a ruined and 
hopeless creation ; and yet a creation by the very 
being who resorts to such means to save a few from 
the wreck. 

But even he, after the stupendous miracle of a God 
born and a God slain, has not succeeded, after nearly 
two thousand years, in making his name known or 
his credentials accepted by even one-third of the 
race. If all this be true, it is the most stupendous 
and disastrous failure known to history ! 

What is the modern attitude towards the Christ ? 
We believe so much in man that we hold it per- 
fectly natural, as well as grandly divine, that 
Joseph and Mary should have had such a child. 
It was like him to teach and die as he did for 
the truth. PXnd our faith is made unspeakably 
stronger in the essential nobleness and higji destiny 
of a racfiJhat is capable of producing such a char- 
acterJWe revere and love him as incarnating the 
divine. And it makes it easier for us to believe that 
all souls, in their degree, are capable of such incar- 
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nation. He is to us, then, not the s)rmbol of 
God's despair, but of universal and eternal hopej 

Whatever else is true of this position, it is at any 
rate the more positive, and more affirmative. Those 
who reject it are the ones who are negative and full 
of doubt ; for they deny the larger, grander and 
more hopeful faith. The old is mystery, darkness 
and despair ; this is sunshine and undying trust. 

6.. But so far from its being true that Evolution 
destroys religion, it is preparing a foundation for 
the grandest temple of human worship that was ever 
built, r Modern science has destroyed the material- 
istic philosophy of the universe, aud made us see 
that it is spirit and life all through^ It has made 
the earth one vast cathedral, mountain-pillared, sky- 
domed, star-illumined. 

And in its aisles and beneath its arches, all tongues 
and peoples, in many languages and through various 
rites, have been " feeling after God, if haply they 
might find him who is not far from every one of us." 
In this Temple, all truth shall be holy scripture, all 
service of man shall be divine worship, and the 
swelling anthems of human happiness shall be its 
psalms of praise. ThStead of a fallen and ruined 
world, a wrecked creation, with only a few saved 
from out the ruins, and with the ceaseless agony of 
hell wailing an eternal undertone to the music of the 
blessed ones in heaven, we have God, from the very 
first, in the unhasting leisure of eternity, preparing 
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a world as a training-school for his children ; and 
then, by wondrous processes of growth, linking all 
life in one chain from lowest to highest, and so 
leading all on through various ways to the consum- 
mation of his wise and loving and eternal purpose! 

Which, O friends, is the grander scheme ? 

Like all the great problems of the past, this 
question is ultimately to be settled, not by prejudice 
or ridicule, or talk about its results ; if true, it will 
be decided by facts and evidence. If it is true, it is 
God's truth ; and he will . look out for the conse- 
quences. 

/5o3 came in the truth of Anaxagoras.andhe was 
banished ; God came in the truth of Socrates, and 
he was poisoned ; God came in the truth of Jesus, 
and he was crucified ; God came in the truth of 
Giordano Bruno, and he was burned ; God came in 
the truth of Copernicus, and Kepler and Galileo and 
Newton, and he was hunted from land to land, ex- 
communicated, imprisoned, tortured, and his new 
revelations were banned and put upon " The Index *' 
as unfit to be read ,\ and always by those who, like 
persecuting Saul, "verily thought" they "were 
doing God seryicc*!' 

Oh, it makes my heartsick to read human history, 
and see the Church that I have loved so wedded to 
what it thinks the older truth that it is the last one 
on earth to welcome the new evangel fresh from the 
skies. Each n^w Christ always finds the temple 
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shut against him, and is welcomed only to a 
manger. 

Need it always be so ? Were it not wise to heed 
the advice of Gamaliel ? " If this counsel or this 
work be of men it will come to naught. But if it 
be of God ye cannot overthrowit ; lest haply ye be 
found even to fight against God." 

The real infidels in the past have been those who 
would not receive God's new truth. He who trusts 
that all truth is safe, and so questions and studies 
without prejudice and without fear, he and he only is 
the man of true faith. In the words of your own 
townswoman, Lucretia Mott, let us learn to, take 
\ " Truth for authority, not authority for truth/^ j 
/Tills theory of Evolution comes to us witlT such 
divine credentials — God's handwriting and sign- 
manual in sky and earth — ^that she had already con- 
vinced the wisest men of earth that she is a mes- 
senger from the King. Let us not once again, in 
the books of DarWin, put God upon " The Index," 
lest we thus postpone to a worthier age the divine 
blessing that is contained in the heart of this, the 
grandest revelation of God that has come to the 
modern world. ) 
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If any reader of this lecture wishes to go more deeply into the 
questions involved, the following books are recommended. The 
simpler and less expensive ones are placed first on the list : 

Bergen's The Development Theory 

{Published by Lee &* Shepard^ Boston) 

FisKE's The Destiny of Man 
FisKE*s The Idea of God 
Savage's Beliefs About the Bible 
Savage's Beuef in God 
Savage's Beliefs About Man 
Hittel's History of Culture 
. Buckley's Short History of Natural Science 
Peschel's The Races of Man 
Coulanges' The Ancient City 
Lubbock's Antiquity of Man 
Morgan's Ancient Society 
Tyler's Primitive Culture 
Spencer's Sociology— Vol. I 
Darwin's Origin of Species 
Darwin's Descent of Man 
Abbot's Scientific Theism 
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